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racter of her, if you think I ha'n't done it well. Must I ? says he: Why then, madam, says he to me, with my wife's leave, she is a damned jade, a horrid scold, a liar; and though she has, I believe, stolen nothing from us, was a thief in the place she came last from, which we heard of since, and for that very thing my wife turned her away.
I made him a curtsy, and told him I was greatly obliged to him for so much sincerity, and found his lady had been only tender of her maid's character, but had not at all recommended her. Why, madam, says he, my wife was cheated in this wench, only by the people she lived with before, giving her ambiguous answers, and speaking as favourably as they could; and that is the ruin of us all, adds he, in taking servants.
But, sir, says I, the lady she lived with before did your lady a great deal of wrong, if she knew her to be what you say she was in her service.
I don't know, madam, how 'twas for that: I never meddle with these things, says he, but I believe my wife was not so nice in her inquiries as you are; or if she was, she was easier to be cheated in their answers ; and 'tis the ladies being thus backward to give just and plain accounts to one another, that is the reason that such a wretched gang of wenches run from house to house, and get places, and behave in them as they do. Would the ladies, says he, be just to one another, speak plain and honestly, and give the creatures such characters as they deserve, they would take care to deserve better characters, and not behave so insolently, and so saucily as they do. This jade, madam, says he, that you come to inquire of, has insulted and taunted her mistress two or three times, at such a rate that I have been forced to send a footman into the room to bring her out by the head and shoulders.